Be a Sleuth—

How Dinosaurs
Be a Sleuth
…

Behaved

Like today’s crime-scene investigators, paleontologists study trackways—fossilized footprints—
for clues about how dinosaurs behaved. For example, did they travel in herds, like elephants? Did
some hunt alone? Did they migrate long distances in search of food, like modern caribou?
Trackways often hold the key.

HOW DINOSAURS BEHAVED

legs? Was it walking or running?
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Make Your Own Trackway!
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Compare and contrast your footprints.
prints, measure your stride
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What are the differences
in your stride between
your two sets of prints?
Ask a friend who is taller
or shorter to repeat the
same activity. Compare and
contrast your footprints.

ANSWERS
1. Five. 2. Probably two legs and walking. 3.
Probably not. 4. The one with the black tracks. 5.
Probably six. 6. Answers may include: looking
for food or water, migrating, escaping a predator.
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1. How many different kinds of animals were here?
and then try to answer the following questions.
2. Did the animal that left the red tracks walk on two or four
(Keep in mind: You won’t
be able to answer all the questions with certainty.)

ANSWERS 1. Five. 2. Probably two legs and walking. 3. Probably not. 4. The one with the black tracks. 5. Probably six. 6. Answers may include: looking for food
or water, migrating, escaping a predator.
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